Glad Tidings

Unity Chapel & Peace Garden
January-February 2017

Let us remember, with a heart
filled with gratitude, Unity
Chapel plunges into the year
2017 steeped in efforts of
clarity, strength, fortitude,
integrity, forgiveness, vision
and prosperous Infinite
LOVE.
Let us also remember
congregants, who have moved
on to Glory over the past year.
They too are remembered
within this past year; Unity Chapel’s legacy.

various roles of ministry here at Unity Chapel.
The goodness of GOOD is awake within me. I am
blessed in a myriad of ways, beyond measure, as I
continue to confirm my life with new courage and
abiding hope, faith and love.

As I pause, considering the events and conditions of the
past year, I am filled with gratitude. The GOODNESS
OF GOD, sustained! The history of Unity Chapel
records events, circumstances, blessings and fiscal
controls. Reflectively, the fabric of these events
reveals a dedication of resource I refer to as GOD
ORDAINED. There is an undeniable energetic thread
that is the heart rate of Unity Chapel; GOD IS!

Rev. Leora

Unity Chapel is its congregants; every member and
friend. I am willing to extend this thought to visitors
here at the Chapel. They too are embraced by the
LOVE action resonating within the life empowering
lessons shared as well the feeling of acceptance
available to them from loving people.
GOD PRINCIPLES are game changers, therefore,
deepening one’s understanding, unconditional
acceptance, the undeniable commitment to let go, LET
GOD, the seeming chaos is righted, judgment is loosed,
there is vision beyond appearance.
Trust has brought us full circle this year; now as the
year 2017 begins, we rally in faith and trust as our new
Senior Minister joins the Unity Chapel family. How
grand! The delivery of new ideas, inspirational
perspectives, provide each of us opportunities to stretch
and grow beyond one’s expectation. Truly a Divine
happening!
My heart is filled with JOY, having served in

My service as minister continues, here, as I lend
support to our incoming Senior Minister. We have
come a mighty long way and as familiar lyrics to a
song states: “we’ve only just begun!” See you in
church!
Love and Light,

Happy New Year

Christmas Giving
Michael Madrigal,
Krystyne Gray, and
Irene Barnhouse
from the Interfaith
Council met with
Hemet Police Chief Dave Brown the week before
Christmas to deliver two boxes of emergency kits
to give to the homeless. Chief Brown was grateful
for Unity Chapel's two bags of teddy bears for
officers to carry in PD cars to give to sad kids who
get caught up in some very sad situations. Irene
also delivered a box of canned goods to the
Community Pantry and four new toys. In response
to a request from Rev. Don Jentes, Chaplain at
Physicians Healthy Hospital, we delivered some
emergency clothing Nancy Austin collected.
Krystyne Gray is planning on delivering another 50
emergency kits to the hospital. The need in our
community is great and goes on all year. The
Interfaith Council and Unity Chapel are in tune
with this need and hopes to sponsor more projects
in the coming year. Many thanks to Unity Chapel
for giving.

Volunteering is all about being a part of something. I feel I am
making something good happen, something that I care about
deeply. I find that sometimes I put in far more time and effort
than I would at a paid job, simply because the work is
meaningful. There is a great sense of accomplishment and
pride for a job well done. At the same time, I get to meet like-minded people. I have made lasting
friends and had lots of fun. My life has been enriched because of new experiences and insights
gained through volunteering.
People volunteer for a variety of reasons. Some want to gain experience, acquire new skills, or
meet new people. Others just want to give back to their community, help a friend, or promote a
worthwhile activity. Or, they do it because it makes them feel good.
Volunteers are priceless gems. The value of volunteering is much deeper, much more fulfilling, and
much more important in contributing to a healthy and vibrant community than money can ever
measure.
You volunteers give of yourself and bring with you your life experiences, skills, abilities, compassion,
intellect, and humor and ask for nothing in return. You do not ask for accolades. You give your time
generously without any expectation of reward.
Please know that you are genuinely appreciated. Your commitment of time to benefit our church is
greatly valued. We could not do many of the wonderful things we do without you. I sincerely thank
you!

~Rene Allison, Board President
Listed below are many amazing people that I would like to acknowledge and thank:
Jim and Jonze Roberts – arranging for Santa
to visit

Power Point Team – (Irene Barnhouse, Nancy
Austin)

Cassidy Laughy – filling in for sound at
Candlelight Service

Sound Tech. Team – (Kimirly Black, Scott
Davidson, Steve Lebo)

Cookie Scott – Birthday Bunch coordinator

Hospitality Team – (Kay Cummings, Pat Nihart,
Kimirly Black, Bonnie Januszewski)

Irene Barnhouse – November/December
newsletter, Christmas Outreach projects

Corey Laughy – many handyman chores

Women of Unity – (Cookie Scott, Rev. Leora
Nash, Nancy Cole, Edie Sweeten, Lucinda
Moss, Virginia Diaz, MaryJo Bradley, Lynda
Hartman, Jonze Roberts, Angie McQuown,
JanMarie Gruse, Christine Lockmiller, Pat
Schaffner, Judy Bjorklund, Edie Sweeten,
Irene Barnhouse, Carolyn Lebo, Mitzi Carver,
Gail Daigh, Diane Pearson, Gloria Bruning,
Pat McKevitt, Nancy Austin, Kimirly Black,
Gloria Saporito, Pam Balys)

Wedding Team – (Tricia Hernandez, Kathleen
Hamilton, Pam Balys, Cassidy Laughy,
Heather Burdick, Rene Allison)

Prayer Chaplains – (Lucinda Moss, Pat Nihart,
Nathan McQuown, Virginia Diaz, Gloria
Bruning)

Nancy Austin – Outreach project
Al Smith – securing cellar doors
Rachel Forsythe – Teachers at Unity workshop
Gloria Bruning – Teachers at Unity workshop
Lew LaFave – banking and counting
Ron Hernandez – power washing and
handyman chores

Youth Team – (Mitzi Carver, Cassidy
Laughy, Corey Laughy)
Soup Stones Team – (Kimirly Black, Lew
LaFave, Jeff Barr, Bonnie Januszewski,
Judy Bjorklund, Nancy Austin, Nathan
McQuown, Angie McQuown, Mary Jo
Bradley, Gloria Saporito)
Ambassador Team – (Pam Balys, Paul and
Nancy Cole, MaryJo Bradley, Kathleen
Hamilton, Kay Cummings, Kimirly Black,
Nancy Hughes, Edie Sweeten, Bonnie
Januszewski, Mark Balys)

Laughy, Steve Lebo, Gloria Bruning, Paul
and Nancy Cole, Cassidy Laughy, Lucinda
Moss, Nancy Austin)
Special thanks to the Hospitality Team and
Minister Search Team for their work on the
Ministerial Candidate Meet & Greet and
Sunday service.
Special thanks to Rev. Leora Nash for the
myriad of wonderful things she does.
If I have forgotten to mention anyone, please
let me know so that they can be acknowledged.

Sunshine Team – (Cookie Scott, Edie
Sweeten, Irene Barnhouse, Rev. Leora
Nash, JanMarie Gruse, Gail Daigh, Pat
McKevitt, Mitzi Carver, Gloria Bruning)
Teachers at Unity Team – (Virginia Diaz,
Carolyn Lebo, Rachel Forsythe, Lucinda
Moss, Gloria Bruning, Eleanore Ruise)
Board Member Nominating Team – (Lucinda
Moss, Virginia Diaz, Gloria Bruning, Rev.
Leora Nash)
Minister Search Team – (Pam Balys, Nancy
Hughes, Nancy Austin, Kimirly Black, Rene
Allison)
Board of Trustees – (Rev. Leora Nash, Gloria
Bruning, Mark Balys, Rene Allison)
Special thanks for holiday decorating to Irene
Barnhouse and her team (Pat Stocking, Al
Smith, Chris Pratt, Nancy Somsen, MaryJo
Bradley, Paul Cole, Nathan McQuown, Pam
Balys, Nancy Austin, Gail Daigh, Pat Nihart,
Gloria Saporito, Corey Laughy, Cassidy
Laughy, Ryan Parian)
Special thanks to the choir (Christine
Lockmiller, JanMarie Gruse, John
Schaffner, Scott Rudibaugh, Pat Stocking,
Lew LaFave)
Special thanks to our pianist – Pat Schaffner
Special thanks to the Women of Unity for their
outstanding December 18th Sunday service.
And, Nathan McQuown for special music.
Special thanks for a beautiful Candlelight
Service to Rev. Leora Nash and her team
(Lynda Hartman, MaryJo Bradley, Corey

Spiritual Service Opportunity:
Are you available to serve as a member of the
Board of Trustees, setting policy and governing
the business affairs of Unity Chapel? At our
Annual Meeting, we MUST vote in two persons
to fill current vacancies on the Board. To share
talent, expertise, to learn and experience the inner character of the church is commendable as
well as a personal satisfaction. Applicants
please speak with Rev. Leora or Prayer Chaplains: Lucinda Moss, Virginia Diaz, Gloria
Bruning for details. You are prayerfully requested to consider this opportunity to serve.
Unity Chapel is a non-profit 501 (c) 3. Blessing
your YES!
Call the office 951-658-4290, leave your name
and number, a member of the team will return
your call. A call for information is appreciated,
we look forward to speaking with you!
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Matters of the Heart

Please join us once again as we continue a casual
in-depth study of God and life in Matters of the
Heart. Walter H. Starcke’s “It’s All God” will be
the focus of reading and the enlightening discussions may open up individual questions, issues, and
life concerns which are always held in strict confidentiality within the group. Starcke explained, “I
have embodied in it (book) a lifetime of concepts
and intuitions that have unlocked many mysteries
and enhanced my earthly existence in extraordinary ways, both spiritually and materially.”
He goes on to say,“My prayer is that somehow a
miracle will take place and that you will not listen
to the words I am saying but rather to the language
of spirit and the freedom I am trying to offer you —
and myself.” Walter H. Starcke
Discussions will include: Beyond Love, Beyond
Free Fall, Beyond the Beyond, Inclusive Healing,
and many more as lead by individuals within the
group. Please join us every-other Thursday morning at 10:00 a.m. in Unity Chapels’ administration
building beginning Thursday, January 12th, 2017,
and continuing every-other week.
It is not necessary to purchase the book for class as
book chapters will be handed out, but if you are
inclined, ISBN 0-929845-06-4. See you
there! Rev. Donna Gandhi

The Wedding Team hosted
a small, but beautiful wedding in
December. The couple and their family
were extremely appreciative of our staff
and thought our chapel was absolutely
gorgeous. I would like to express my
deepest gratitude to my team for all
their hard work and donations.
Cassidy Laughy, Pam Balys, Rene
Allison, Kathleen Hamilton, Heather
Burdick, and Irene Barnhouse. What a
wonderful group of ladies you all are!
Next on our agenda we will be
preparing for the Spring wedding
season. Our goal is to promote our
wedding and memorial services to the
valley. This is important to Unity
Chapel for our financial prosperity.
Unity Wedding Chapel offers affordable
prices with top notch service, in a
beautiful environment. Our wedding
packages start as low as $520. If you
are a Unity Chapel member you will
receive an additional 25% discount off
the package of your choice.
Blessings,
Tricia M. Hernandez
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November. A Celebration of Life was held in
December at our Chapel. During the ceremony Rev.
Leora read the life that was Terry’s journey. What a
wonderful, strong woman. I wish Terry had written a
book! Now we know where Nancy gains her
strength.

Sunshine Ministry
Vision: We are of One Life, One Mind, One Heart;
realizing goodness as the prospering unified
principle in every life.

Many of you will remember Darwin Yeager who
attended Unity for a long time. We hadn’t seen him
and his cowboy hat for quite a while. “Rusty”, made
his transition in December after a fall. He was quite a
character! We send our love and sympathy to his
son, Mike.

Last year combined with this year held many losses
for our Unity family. Several of you had to face that
one year mark that is so difficult. Our hugs have
Our Unity Sunshine Team has strength in our circle of been with you to show our love but we have also
connection. Where would you fit in? Would you be sent prayers wishing you peace.
comfortable being a Sunshine Hospitality volunteer
There are many kinds of losses and members of Unity
in the Fellowship Hall after church? Or, just helping
are true animal lovers. They provide unconditional
us come up with great ideas on letting our
love and companionship. We grieve deeply when
congregation know we care about them. Think about
they leave us.
joining us. We would not ask you to do anything you
We send our love and sympathy to Virginia Diaz on
would be uncomfortable with. And, I have always
considered the word “no” a complete sentence. Love the loss of her dear dog. Virginia had never been
alone as animals were included in her life. Fur babies
Grows Here is our simple guideline! We are a small
are truly part of our family and the grief we feel can
band of Unity Angels, come find your wings!
be heartbreaking.
Birthday cards, thinking of you cards, sympathy
If you know of others who have lost their pets please
cards, missing you cards and even congratulations
let us know so a card can be sent. We are family and
cards are mailed each month. A telephone call can
we need you as a source. To those of you that we
lift the spirits of those experiencing ill health. You
have an opportunity to be part of this circle of love. were unaware of your loss we send our love and rays
Our next meeting is January 11, 2017, at 1:30, in the of sunshine to help you heal.
classroom. Just show up and you will be welcomed
Mission Statement: Unity Sunshine is a vibration of
with open arms.
spiritual ambition illuminating and infusing care,
compassion, connection as an outreach ministry.
We send our love and sympathy to Nancy Hughes.
Her Mom, Terry Hughes, made her transition in late Blessings, Cookie Scott
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The Women of Unity energetically rise in faith
consciousness, as LIGHT BEARERS, enlivening greater
GOOD; knowing LOVE GROWS HERE! Rev. Leora
Those of us who purchased tickets had a wonderful time at
the Mission Inn. We had a great turn out and the sites
were awesome. The best time was had at lunch. We ate at
Simon’s Deli and had the opportunity to bond closer as
members of Unity. We were also able to go through the
shops and most of us found goodies to purchase.
Women of Unity enjoyed providing the service on
December 18th. I thought everyone did an outstanding
job! Nancy set up a lunch gathering at Samurai for us to
plan the “who and what,” of the service. We appreciate
Nancy’s help. Thank you friend.
The highlight of the service was presenting Unity “Loving
Hands.” It is a beautiful framed circle of hands drawn at
one of the Women Retreats on fabric. Rev. Leora held on
to the material, Paul and Nancy Cole had it framed and
Rev. Leora had the metal heart, Love Grows Here” put on
it. We thank everyone involved. It is hung above the
sound equipment station.
We will meet for lunch January 12, at 11:30, at Dattilo’s
on Florida Ave. The luncheon is just for pure fun and an
opportunity to know each other better. We will also be
making plans for future outings. Bring your ideas!
March isn’t that far away especially how time is flying by.
Do we want to sponsor a Saint Patrick’s Day Fund raiser?
Anyone with creative ideas? It would be a great way to
show our new Rev. Bill how much we are involved in our
church. Let’s do it!
We wish everyone a healthy and joyful New Year. We are
moving forward and 2017 is going to be awesome!

Birthday Bunch Boy did we have fun at
Golden Ginger celebrating November and
December birthdays. The food was
fantastic and the service was right on! I
can’t wait to go back there. Our Unity
crowd always shares so much laughter
and love at these events. We had so many
celebrating birthdays. An added delight
was having Rev. Donna attend. It was
great to see her again and she looked
fantastic. We raised our glasses cheering
her return.
On February 5th we will gather at Sweet
Baby Jane’s for food and fun. Their food is
good and most prices are cheap. We
always meet at 6 p.m. Take that 2 hour
break and come and enjoy your spiritual
family. You do know it doesn’t need to be
your birthday, right? We love excuses to
share love.

We invite all women attending Unity to join our diverse
women’s group. Laughter lightens our trials in life.

I’ve been organizing this since 2011 and I
welcome new restaurant ideas. It needs
to be in Hemet, give separate checks and
not a self-serve. Bring those ideas on!

Blessings, Cookie Scott

Laughter and love, Cookie

HOSPITALITY TEAM
Led by Kay Cummings
Gone is the old and the new
has just begun. We are
looking forward to a “New Era”
here at Unity Chapel and wish
to express out heart filled
gratitude to everyone who has
and continues to contribute to
the after service gathering in Friendship Hall.

SOUND TECH TEAM:
The Sound Tech Team is
looking to add two
volunteers who would like
to learn how to operate
our sound system and be willing to take one
Sunday every month. The first and fourth
Sundays are available in our schedule. The

We would also like to introduce and welcome our
new team member Gloria Saporito. Welcome
Gloria!

sound system is not as difficult as it may

I give gratitude to my team: Kimirly Black,
Bonnie Januszewski, and Pat Nihart.

interested, please contact Kimirly or leave a

seem. We will give you complete training,
instructions, and support. If you are
message at the office, 951-658-4290.

Unity Search Team: The Journey of Faith, Inspiration, Peace
One year ago, our Search Team met for the first time and started the journey toward
hiring a new minister for Unity Chapel. For all of us on the team---Rene Allison, Nancy
Austin, Kimirly Black, Nancy Hughes, and myself Pam Balys---it was a new experience in
uncharted waters. Our adventure began with a manual of procedures and forms from
Unity Worldwide that gave us directions and guidelines. As I look back and reflect, I am struck by the words
on a single sheet of paper which turned out to be our divine compass.
In an attempt to soften the hard work required in the procedure manual and lift our thoughts to a positive
place, a cover sheet was created. Printed on decorative paper, the words Faith, Inspiration, and Peace
floated in puffy white clouds against a pale blue sky. Near the bottom of the page, this affirmation was
written: Filled with the spirit of divine love and wisdom, we are guided and directed towards the
employment of the right minister for the highest good of the ministry. And so it is. Thank you God.
Each time the Search Team met, we looked at the cover page and read the affirmation. In reflection, our
path was simply this: Faith, Inspiration, Peace. We traveled in Faith the entire way—first within the team
and then within the collective consciousness of the congregation, knowing the right minister would
manifest. We used the Inspiration of the congregation’s work in the documents that we sent forth to
express the heart and soul of Unity Chapel. We invited Rev. Bill to come to Unity Chapel as a candidate the
first week in December which turned out to be the second Sunday of Advent where the set topic was
Peace. Looking back, one cannot help but smile.
Heartfelt thanks to my amazing team for their dedication, time, and talents. Thank you to all of you for
your support of this journey in so many ways. Unity Chapel is truly blessed as we look forward to Rev. Bill
Heller as our new minister.
Search Team Chair, Pam Balys
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Unity Chapel is alive with the
sound of music!
Listen and you will hear, sense,
resonate to the vibrational
sounds!
This focus lifts us in word,
song and rhythm as we
embrace:
EXPLORING THE
TRUTH!
Pianists, Soloists,
Choir Members,
Congregants
musically blend
making a joyful noise
unto the Lord!
Consider singing in
the choir, until then
see you in church!
Choir rehearsal –
Thursdays at 4 p.m.
Every Sunday service
is a blessing, so come
and
experience a
spiritual uplift!
Explore the TRUTH!
~Rev. Leora
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Unity Yoga
“Yoga does not transform the way we see things, it
transforms the person who sees”.....BKS Iyengar
Might 2017 be the year you start to explore what a
regular yoga practice can do for you? You know who you
are. I’ve had many people tell me they’re wanting to try
or to resume practicing yoga. If you are one of those
individuals, I invite you to come and try one of my
classes in the new year. What I’ve always loved about
yoga and what hooked me in right away was that yoga
has always felt more like a spiritual practice that has
fantastic health-related fringe benefits as well. My
method of practicing yoga need not be strenuous or
physically challenging. It is always much more about
connecting the breath to movement in a very mindful,
conscious and focused manner. This is where the true
magic of yoga lies. My classes here in the Unity
Sanctuary are as follows:
Mondays 12:30 PM-1:45 PM Yoga for The Broken
Heart
This class designed for those experiencing any type of
grief or loss but is open to all who may be interested in a
slow, gentle yoga experience. This class focuses on
deep relaxation through guided meditation, breathing
practices, simple yoga postures and gentle stretching.
Mondays 5:30 PM-6:45 PM Gentle, Relaxing Yoga
This is a gentle class suitable for beginning or
experienced student that includes some strength
building, flexibility and stability enhancing postures.
Classes includes training in breathing practices and
beginning meditation instructions, an essential part of
yoga.
Thursdays 10:00-11:30 AM Chair Yoga
Chair yoga adapts traditional yoga poses so that they
can be done in a chair or standing next to a chair for
support making yoga more accessible for people who
have difficulty getting on the floor. Also includes enough
postures so as to appeal to all levels of ability. This class
concludes with breathing practices and beginning
meditation instructions for the complete yoga experience.
Virginia Diaz
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Teachers at Unity
Mark your calendars for our upcoming
fundraising workshops put on by our talented
congregants. The workshops are $15 each but
no one is refused attendance, scholarships can
be made available if you contact the office or
Virginia Diaz. Workshops begin promptly at
11:30 and usually end at 1:30 PM.
Our upcoming workshop is Sunday, Feb. 12th:
In this workshop, Eleanore will share all about
energy healing. She will share her knowledge
with us as we learn to work with energies for
healing of your mind, body and spirit. This is a
wonderful skill to use for our own health
maintenance and thriving.
~Virginia Diaz

SOUP STONES

Unity
Unity Chapel Financial Summary FinancSummary
Month/Date

Deposit
Amount
($)

Oct. 2016
10/2

2,206.00

10/9

1,010.00

10/16

1,746.75

10/23

1,342.00

10/30

2,092.90

Nov. 2016
11/6

1,775.00

The Soup Stones Team meets the first Tuesday

11/13

1,517.50

of each month at Valley Restart-- 200 E. Menlo

11/20

2,194.00

11/27

1,386.00

Ave., Hemet. Volunteers are given the opportu-

Dec. 2016

nity to help cook and serve a delicious dinner to

12/4

3,616.20

our local homeless. If you are interested in sign-

12/11

874.00

12/18

2,135.00

12/23

401.00

12/25

1,197.00

ing up for the upcoming month, look for the signup sheet passed around in the folder in each
Sunday. We would love to have you there with
us!
Kimirly Black
(Team Leader)

3-mo.
Summary
Quarterly
Net
Income

Monthly
Income
($)
8,397.65

Monthly
Expenses
($)
5,621.78

6,872.50

8,338.80

8,223.20

7,716.78

23,493.35

21,677.38

1,815.97

We are blessed with Prosperity
Thank you all
with Prosperitl

Glad Tidings

Unity Chapel & Peace Garden
January-February 2017

Youth Ministry
We are starting 2017 in Sunday School with the
third book in the Unity Sunday School Curriculum,
Celebrating My God-Self. The first unit is "My
Family" and the children will be learning about
God's family and how we all belong to this loving
group.
In February, the unit is "Cooperation" and will
focus on how we can work together with God and
with everyone else in our lives to make a positive
difference in our world. Along with this unit, we will
also celebrate Valentine's Day.
Thank you all for your support of our youth.
God bless you!
If anyone has a desire to work with the Youth, we
could use your help. Training and assistance is
available. Please contact the office or myself with
any questions.
Mitzi Carver

Wednesday Evening
Meditation
6:00-6:45 pm
Just a reminder that a small group
meets every Wednesday evening at 6
pm for a meditation. Approximately 15
minutes of guided relaxation followed
with 20 minutes of silence. We will tune
into the Blessed Holy Spirit of All That
Is. We will connect with our personal
Divine and hold a vision of global
wellness. We will envision a world that
works for everyone: An environmentally
sustainable, spiritually fulfilling, and a
socially just human presence on this
planet. A New Dream for humanity. If
this resonates with you please come
and join in as we awaken into the Christ
consciousness Lucinda Moss

UNITY CHAPEL
140 North Buena Vista Street
Hemet, California 92543
(951) 658-4290
Email: hemetunity@yahoo.com

OFFICE HOURS: Monday-Thursday, 9 am to 1 pm
SUNDAY SERVICES: Meditation at 9:30 am
Sunday Celebration at 10 am
Find us on the web at: www.unitychapel-hemet.com

Love Grows Here

