Glad Tidings
Easter is upon us!
And the focus here is
the ultimate
celebration of life! It
is the time of
recognition our Way
Shower, Jesus the
Christ, and the
awareness he
brought to us. The
awareness that our
life is truly something different than we have thought
before. Our living includes the life we live daily. Yet
we are more than this. We are the eternal creations
of our Loving Creator, God!
Let us use this Holiday Season to pursue this
wherever we are in life. Whatever spiritual practices
you employ in your life, if they are working, if they
are bringing you peace and clarity, count on them!
For your loving Creator is with you NOW, waiting to
provide all you truly long for in your heart.
“I am the way, the truth, and the light.” The “I Am”
that Jesus referred to is the Christ that was in him,
and the Christ that is in you, waiting to be accepted
and known. All of Unity (including our spiritual
community) exists within that Christ consciousness.
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AND here’s the good news! Either way, it is assured
you are on a journey to this awakening, for you were
created to experience life in this manner. It’s simply
your choice which path you choose. Either way, you
are fully loved as God’s extension, and there is
nothing you could ever do to lose that love.
Recently, I read a section from A Course of Love
entitled “Original Purpose,” which, through a
description of the time of Easter, speaks to this:
The greatest gift of all was given, that of
redemption. The gift of redemption was the
gift of an end to pain and suffering and a
beginning of resurrection and new life. It was
a gift meant to empty the world of the egoself and to allow the personal self to live on as
the true Self, the one true Son of God. The gift
of redemption was given once and for all. It is
the gift of restoration of original purpose.
(Page 293, 5.7)
Please note that Jesus’ attainment was once and for
all, for all of us. The “resurrection and new life” is not
accomplished through death; it is accomplished
through our awakening. We are that “one true Son of
God,” and our awakening is our opportunity.
I invite anyone reading this to join us at Unity Chapel
of Hemet to be aware of this journey of awakening.
Perhaps you’ll find, as I have, this journey is our
Original Purpose, and it is why we are here.

My beloved friends, do you think there is something
more important in your life to accomplish? Or are
you open to realizing through this opening you’ll find
And don’t be surprised if, along the way, you find a
the means to accomplish all else that is of value to
greater sense of fulfillment, of peace, of happiness.
you?
Don’t be surprised if you find more faith and
We have the choice: to face our life’s circumstances confidence in matters in your life. Don’t be surprised
on our own or to choose as Jesus did. That choice
if you find the challenges you address today become
was to know God, and to live each moment from that means to discover your true Self I’ve referred to.
state of mind. His means was to find an answer that
During this Easter, let us find a way of experiencing
is available to each of us; an answer that we can
choose from a place of knowing in each moment. To the connection we all share together.
live from a place of love, and from our divine
Blessings,
connection, we find we are never alone! (Sound like
Unity?) Our loving Creator is with us always, enabling Rev. Bill Heller
us to remember who we are, and find the highest
answer we always want is derived from God.

UNITY CHAPEL’S 17th ANNUAL SPRING TEA
Saturday, April 29, 2017 Friendship Hall at 12:00 noon
The Unity Chapel Spring Tea to be held on April 29th is drawing nearer with
fabulous food, fun and fellowship. Many wonderful door prizes have been secured
from local merchants waiting for winners. All ladies are invited to participate in
this happy fundraising event. Invite your friends! Sign up to bring food (cookies,
scones, etc.) and/or participate in other ways.
Tickets are available for purchase from table hostesses.

Table hostesses are: Irene

Barnhouse, Pam Balys, Cassidy Laughy, Nancy Hughes, Rev. Leora Nash, Nancy
Cole, Rachel Forsythe and Edie Sweeten. Serving will be done by the men and the
ladies who have volunteered to serve in the kitchen. Delicious food and
condiments are prepared by church volunteers.
Mark your calendars and buy tickets to attend this amazing event.
It will be a delightful experience. - Edie Sweeten, Team Leader
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MATTERS OF THE HEART
Bi-monthly 10 a.m. meeting dates:
Thursdays—March 16, 30
Thursdays—April 13, 27
LIVING THE WISDOM OF THE TAO:
THE COMPLETE TAO TE CHING
(Translation: Living and applying the Great Way)

Birthday Bunch Dinner
Early February found us at Sweet Baby Jane’s
for a wonderful experience! When our waitress
saw that Unity was celebrating birthdays she
came to work even though it was her birthday.
The food was wonderful and the service was
great. The birthday desserts were big enough to
share! I did not like the seating that was
necessary for our size group. We were too
divided up. Our Unity gatherings revolve around
sharing laughter and love. We had three tables
of four, plus two large booths. One of the booths
only had three ladies who could not hear others.
For that reason only, we will remove Sweet Baby
Jane’s from our list of restaurants celebrating
birthdays.
The year 2017 marks the beginning of
wonderful changes happening at Unity. Change
is awesome so do embrace our Birthday Bunch
changes!
Some restaurants are not open Sunday nights
and a couple of restaurants won’t give us a
choice of food if we meet at 6:00 pm. I want
more available for us so this is the first change
that I want you to accept.
On Monday, March 27th at 6:00 pm we will
meet at the Anchor Inn on East Florida.
Mondays are their lobster specials along with
other great selections. I have reserved seating
for 20. Please support this change. Let’s have
fun with different restaurants. See you then.
This does not mean we won’t celebrate on
Sundays anymore, just not this month.
Laughter and Love, Cookie

AND AFFIRMATIONS
Lao Tzu (The name means Old Master)
“The Tao Te Ching offers you Divine guidance on
virtually every area of human existence. It is a
new way of thinking in a world that needs to recapture its ancient teachings. Work with the
verses and affirmations regularly and you will
come to know the truth behind the ancient Tao
observation: When you change the way you look
at things, the things you look at change.” Dr.
Wayne W. Dyer
The study group begins on Thursday, March 16,
and meets every other Thursday, March 30, and
the 13 and 27 of April, with classes continuing
every two weeks until the book is completed.
Knowing there is a God answer to every problem,
please join us once again as we continue our casual in-depth study of God and life in Matters of the
Heart.
With the Tao’s 81 short verses, lively discussions
will include: There is something that is perfect in
its disorder, The way to heaven, The best warrior
is never aggressive , That which is at rest is easy
to grasp, The Tao is hidden deeply in all things,
One who knows does not speak, Coming into life,
and entering death, and many many more as lead
by individuals within the group. Please join us
every-other Thursday morning at 10:00 a.m. in
Unity Chapels’ administration building beginning
Thursday, March 16, and continuing every-other
week.
It is not necessary to purchase the book for class
as book chapters will be handed out, but if you are
inclined, ISBN-13: 978-1401921491, ISBN-10:
1401921493. See you there! Any questions or
concerns regarding this class, I can be reached at
(951) 203-8171 or donnagandhi@icloud.com.
In His Service, Rev. Donna Gandhi

THANKS SO MUCH—
COULDN’T DO IT
WITHOUT YOU!
To All the Volunteers of Unity Chapel:
Dedicated hearts like yours are wonderful to find.
It takes a special person to be so generous and so kind.
To care so much for your fellow man, is a quality all too rare.
Yet you give of your time and talents, for all of us to share.
So thank you for being a volunteer,
We are blessed to work with you.
We want you to know how appreciated you are,
Today, and the whole year through.

also donating the groceries every month for
Soupstones and purchasing the postage stamps for
Sunshine Team cards
Cookie Scott – not only donating the envelopes, but
lovingly and with care sending
Sunshine Team cards to others.
Rev. Leora Nash—for the Reserved signs she made
for the Sunshine Team.
Pam Balys – a very generous donation, help
organizing the taco party and for the beautiful,
succulent centerpieces
Special thanks to Kay Cummings, Kimirly Black,
Bonnie Januszewski, and Tiffany Cummings for their
help with the taco party

~Rene Allison, Board President

Tricia M. Hernandez, Sherry McKenzie, Corey
Laughy, Rene Allison – for helping Rev. Bill get
_______________________________________________ moved in

Listed below are many amazing people that I
would like to acknowledge and thank:
Irene Barnhouse – for attending and representing
Unity Chapel at the Chamber of Commerce Mixer
and for her tireless work as our Interfaith Council
Representative
Gail Daigh – proofreading the newsletter
Al Smith – gardening and tending the roses
Corey Laughy – many, many handyman chores
Sherry McKenzie – a generous donation that
provided a new sink in the office kitchen
& a white board for the office (and for her creative
work in designing a master calendar)
Kimirly Black and the Youth of Unity Chapel - for
creating the Welcome sign for Rev. Bill Heller
Mark Balys – a donation of a kitchen faucet, installing
a lock and handle on the cottage door, cleaning the
chapel rain gutters, and the donation of a ceiling fan
and installing it in the minister’s office. And, great
effort and skill in treasurer duties above and beyond.
Rene Allison - donation of a new computer for the
office
Edie and Mike Sweeten – a very generous donation,

Matthew Heller – installation of the kitchen sink in the
office
Thanks again to everyone who increased their tithe to
help pay for the plumbing repairs and fallen tree
removal.
A very special thank you to Rev. Ken Harrison for a
lovely and meaningful installation service for our new
minister, Rev. Bill Heller.

1:30 pm. We meet at Polly’s for lunch at noon
before the meeting, bonding together in love.
Do join us.

Sunshine Ministry
Vision: We are of One Life, One Mind, One
Heart; realizing goodness as the prospering
unified principle in every life.
It is now over a year since Sunshine was
formed. It has evolved into a wonderful, loving
connection for our church. Our Unity Sunshine
Team is comprised of a band of Unity Angels
spreading love, comfort when needed, and
celebrating your life achievements. Our able
team consist of Rev. Leora Nash, providing
pastoral care, Cookie Scott, providing cards for
all occasions, Rene Allison, designing those
magnificent cards, JanMarie Gruse, providing
food in times of need, Edie sweeten, who calls
those in need of a comforting word, Irene
Barnhouse, who is our angel that visits our
congregation members living in homes and
those who are ill, Gail Daigh, our secretary,
visitor and caller, Mitzi Carver, who guides us
with positive suggestions and help where
needed, Lynda Hartman, who is our lady making
sure all feel welcome in church and our friend
Judy Bjorklund who is willing to help in all areas.
Judy has had time away while taking care of her
beloved Bob until his passing.

There are many members of our church who can
no longer attend. They would be with us if
possible. Please know that we have several
missing members that receive “Thinking of You”
cards ever six or seven weeks. If you know of
someone you think I should send a card to
please let me know. Cookiescott8@aol.com
please put Unity in the subject spot.
Last year combined with this year held many
losses for our Unity family. Several of you had
to face that one year mark that is so difficult.
Our hugs have been with you to show our love
but we have also sent prayers wishing you
peace. We have not forgotten you.
We send our love and sympathy to Rene Allison,
Corey Laughy and Cassidy Laughy on the loss
of Rene’s Mother and their grandmother. Lindy
Allison made her transition in January. Lindy’s
ashes were sprinkled by the family under a
beautiful oak tree at the family ranch. Those
were Lindy’s wishes. Lindy wrote, “I would like
this to be an announcement to The Universe of
my recognition of the great gift I have been
given: life on Mother Earth, and of my true
appreciation of the wonderful life it was.”
There are many kinds of losses and members of
Unity are true animal lovers. They provide
unconditional love and companionship. We
grieve deeply when they leave us.

We send our love and sympathy to Pat Nihart on
the loss of her dear dog. Our fur babies are truly
This small group provides desserts at
part of our family and the grief we feel can be
celebrations of life along with guiding attendee’s heartbreaking. Pat is also still suffering with
to seats, and providing vital information, such as shingles. Our love and blessings are sent her
bathroom locations. You could be part of this
way.
loving team. You don’t need to be a formal
member but we certainly need more awareness If you know of others who have lost their pets
of those experiencing problems or anyone who please let us know so a card can be sent. We
has suffered a loss, including fur babies. What are family and we need you as a source. To
those of you that we were unaware of your loss
about “happy times?” We also send cards of
we send our love and rays of sunshine to help
congratulations. Think about being a spiritual
informant! Put your ear to the ground and hear you heal.
all. Let us know what you have learned! Come
Mission Statement: Unity Sunshine is a
find your wings with us!
vibration of spiritual ambition illuminating and
infusing care, compassion, connection as an
Our next meeting is Thursday, March 16th, at
outreach ministry.

Women of Unity
The Women of Unity energetically rise in faith
consciousness, as LIGHT BEARERS, enlivening greater
GOOD; knowing LOVE GROWS HERE!
Women of Unity has the creative powers to make things
happen! At our first meeting you filled out papers of what
sounded like fun for our group. Mitzi had the great idea
of touring the Estudillo Mansion in San Jacinto. Nancy
Cole made the call and though they are only open on
weekends, talked them into opening on a Thursday just
for us. Feb. 16th found us with a delightful tour of the
mansion as well as the Museum next door. We then traveled to Emilio’s for a great lunch. We thank you for
your attendance allowing another opportunity to “bond in spirit.”
I was so excited to be “behind the scenes” that I thanked Nancy so much as it was the first help that I
received. I need to make a HUGE apology. How can I ever forget Mitzi Carver hosting our Bunco games in
August! Or Jonze Roberts hosting Bunco in January. I appreciate all of you so much! I think my brain is too
full.
For March we are once again, using one of Mitzi’s ideas, and plan to lunch at the South Coast Winery. Nancy
is on the move setting up the date and time. Everyone likes meeting for lunch at 11:30 and we are hoping
for March 30th. Naturally a sign-up sheet will be making the rounds. If you would like to car pool we
certainly can meet at the church. Sign up and put, “car pool” next to your name.
We spoke of having a day retreat at Jean’s N. home. We need your input on what you would like it to be.
Though we are a positive group that likes to have fun we certainly can experience a deeper spiritual
message. Lunch would be provided and the hours would roughly be 9:30 till 2. We need your ideas along
with your commitment to attend. Please email me, cookiescott8@aol.com, or contact Rev. Leora at,
leoranash7@aol.com with your ideas. Rev. Leora is eager to start the ball rolling.
We will be making plans for future outings. Give us your ideas! And, then your support by attending.
March was too full for our Saint Patrick’s Day celebration. Let us hold this fund raising venture till next year.
Then Rev. Bill will know us and join in the fun.
We invite all women attending Unity to join our diverse women’s group. Laughter lightens our trials in life.

Blessings,

Cookie Scott

DECORATING TEAM — Irene Barnhouse, Team Leader
The past year proved to be a cleansing time for the church, not only in the office
but in all storage areas. Decorations were sorted, plastic storage boxes were
purchased or old ones cleaned out, labeled, and stored on “new” donated
shelving. Four new silk flower pedestal arrangements with matching pew bows
were created especially for wedding celebrations.
Floral arrangements in the chapel changed with the season: Rainbow Series in
January, Easter - Spring flowers, July – Patriotic red/white/blue, Summer – LED
candles and roses on pedestals, Thanksgiving/Fall, and Christmas throughout the
halls. New tablecloths were purchased for the Classroom, and Friendship Hall
was decorated for the Spring Tea, including place cards for each table and wall
decorations.
The Decorating Team needs creative, energetic people interested in creating floral
arrangements and decorating the Chapel, Friendship Hall, and the Office/
Classroom areas. The need changes with the season: at Holiday time, we need
strong bodies to carry and set up trees and take decorations up and down stairs,
as well as those who like to “deck the halls”. We are blessed that many volunteers
came forward in 2016 to achieve the goal of enhancing our church, office/
classroom, and hall.
If you would like to join the Decorating Team, please contact Irene Barnhouse or
call the office.

Ambassador Team —

Pam Balys, Team Leader

Unity Chapel is so blessed to have our wonderful Ambassador Team! These volunteers’ warm
smiles and hugs welcome you to church each Sunday and assist during the service. Thank you to
all the dedicated volunteers who lovingly and willingly give of their heart and their time: First
Sundays Kathleen Hamilton and MaryJo Bradley. Second Sundays, Kimirly Black and Kay
Cummings. Third Sundays, Nancy and Paul Cole. Fourth Sundays, Nancy Hughes and Pam
Balys. Fifth Sundays, Edie Sweeten and Pam Balys. Our alternate: Mark Balys
As we start this new chapter in Unity Chapel with Rev. Bill, we are looking for some new volunteers
to fill the fourth Sunday as well as those who would like to serve as alternates.
Please contact Pam Balys if you are interested in serving in any capacity on the Ambassador
Team. It is a wonderful way to get to know the congregation.

YOUTH MINISTRY:
We are excited to see more children attending our
Sunday School lessons as we continue with the Unity
curriculum, Celebrating My God-Self, for the month of
March. The current lessons focus on Peace and that
God is the source of our peace, and how we can
express God’s peace in our daily lives. The children
are learning “Let There Be Peace on Earth” as well as
the 23rd Psalm.
In April, the children will be celebrating their re-birth through several Easter lessons, and of course,
our Traditional Easter Egg Hunt on Easter Sunday!
The fifth Sundays each year are an opportunity for our children to try new experiences by inviting
other members of our church family to share an interest or talent with our children. We are looking
forward to Scotty Scott being our guest teacher on Sunday, April 30, and thank him for sharing his
talents with us.
We are still looking for more guest teachers on the other fifth Sundays (July 30, October 29 and
December 31). If you are interested, please contact Mitzi Carver Youth Team Leader, or call the
office at 951-658-4290.
Thank you for all of your support of our youth!

S O U P S T O N E S
The Soupstones Team meets the first Tuesday of each month at
Valley Restart, 200 E. Menlo Ave, Hemet. Volunteers are given the
opportunity to help cook and serve a delicious dinner to our local
homeless. If you are interested in signing up for the upcoming month,
look for the sign-up sheet passed around in the folder each Sunday.
We would love to have you there with us!

UNITY CHAPEL
140 North Buena Vista Street
Hemet, California 92543
(951) 658-4290
Email: hemetunity@yahoo.com

Kimirly Black, Team Leader

OFFICE HOURS: Monday—Thursday, 9 am to 1 pm
SUNDAY SERVICES: Meditation at 9:30 am
Sunday Celebration at 10 am
Find us on the web at: www.unitychapel-hemet.com

Love Grows Here

